Using Unicode Fonts for Computing in Gevernment

I refer to the Secretary to the President’s Circula
04-04 on the &b@xfﬂ subject by our past chairman.

The above circular recommends that the government organization
compliant Sinhala sofiware kit produced by ICTA for @@m@ﬂﬁng in Sinhala. However
government organizations may also use Unicode com ipliant Sinhala products which have been
developed and marketed by other companies in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka Standards Institute (SLSI) has published the standard “SLS 1134: 2004 Part 2
Requirements and Methods of Test” to verify Sinhala Unicode compliance of Sinhala supporting
software. Accordingly, we have encouraged companies which produce various Sinhala based
software products to obtain “SLS 1134: 2004 Part 27 certification for their products. This letter
provides strong justification to purchase the products, which are certified as conforming to
“SLAS 1134:2004 standard” in case you are purchasing commercially available software for
computing in Sinhala.

The Sinhala Unicode kit produced by ICTA (which is issued free of charge} includes standard
Sinhala fonts, keyboard driver and installation instructions, and only facilitates basic computing
in Sinhala.

However, commercially available products in the market offer additional options such as Sinhala
spell checking facilities, Sinhala to English word translation, Sinhala typing tutors efc. You may
choose any of such products depending on your affordability and the level of Sinhala computing
needs of your organization.

This letter is issued with the concurrence of Secretary to the President.

é@fm W. E‘ngawh@
Acting Chairman
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